iS4	THE POLAND OF PILSUDSKI
Cardinal Dalbor, Polish Primate, and other notables, took part in
Vilna in a moving ceremony, in the course of which the president
(mayor) of the city presented the keys of Vilna to the Marshal,
and an Act was signed consecrating Poland's sovereign rights over
the region. Afterwards a Te Deum was celebrated in the cathedral
by the cardinal. At the banquet which followed, Pilsudski made a
speech in which he referred to Lithuania: "I cannot refrain," he
said, "from holding out my hand across the barrier which separates
us to those of Kovno who perhaps regard this day of our triumph
as a day of defeat and of mourning. I cannot abstain from offering
my hand and appealing for concord and affection—I cannot
regard them otherwise than as brothers." But the "Kovno Govern-
ment"—the Poles spoke of the "Lithuania of Kovno"—showed
what it felt by refusing to have even posts and telegraphs estab-
lished between the two countries, and obstinately maintained its
claim to Vilna. On May iz Lithuania again requested the Council
of the League of Nations to fix. the eastern frontiers of Poland.
GENOA CONFERENCE
With Narutowicz as second Polish delegate Skirmunt arrived at
Genoa on April 8, 1922, and immediately got into touch with the
Little Entente Delegation for the purpose of their concentrating
on a common programme. The dominant issue before the con-
ference was the renewal of relations with the Soviet, and this was
forced to the front suddenly when it became known on April 17
that Germany had signed the Treaty of Rapallo with Russia
behind the back of the conference, which virtually wrecked it.
On March 18 Barthou, head of the French Delegation, strongly
advocated that the Inviting Powers should bring Poland and the
Little Entente into consultation with them respecting the new
situation that had arisen; the proposal was agreed to unanimously,
and Skinnunt took an active part in the subsequent discussion.
He explained at length how Poland was affected by the Soviet-
German treaty, and how she was well aware of the gravity of the
"sanctions" proposed by the Allies. "We shall adhere," he said,
"to the proposals of the Allies, as we think that the place of
Poland is always by the side of the Entente Powers."

